DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
In the character of Aljoscha he sketches the future type of mankind, a bloodless scarecrow. Through Dostojewski the philosophical aspect of murder became clear to me. Death as the contrary of suicide, the objective against the subjective; death and suicide as two opposed verdicts and sentences on the world and mankind. I have analysed Dostojewski, because he has given the most definite portrayal of the anarchy and superficiality of our time. I see two poles: How can I act towards my fellow-man? I can like or hate him, and indeed murder him. And myself? I may be pleased with myself or kill myself. The suicide is the subjectivist, the murderer the objectivist. Neither is anchored in God. I found the murderer also in Goethe; for Faust becomes a murderer. But Goethe did not have an adequate insight into the problem. De Musset saw it more in detail; the cultured man sceptical about himself and endeavouring to ob-jectivise himself. Rolla wanted to throw himself on the body of his beloved, but was held back by the Cross on her bosom."
In such moments he speaks in a very low voice and looks upwards in an unusual way, the green eyes looking like those of a bird. Some years pre-46